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Antiquity 86(334).

McCoy, M.D. (2011) The Origins of Pacific Peoples. In Encyclopedia of World History. A. J. Andrea, ed.
ABC-CLIO.

Potts, K., McCoy, M.D. (2012) Geophysical survey and excavations in search of Pa a Tu Pare Taniwha
(144/11), Taieri Plains, Otago. Archaeology in New Zealand 55(1):21-32.

McCoy, M.D. (2008) Comment on Ladefoged and Graves. Variable Development Of Dryland

Agriculture in Hawai‘i: A Fine-Grained Chronology from the Kohala Field System, Hawai‘i
Island. Current Anthropology 49(5):771-802.

McCoy, M.D. (2008) The Development of Hawaiian Communities. In Archaeology in America: An
Encyclopedia. Francis P. McManamon, ed. Greenwood Publishing.

Book Reviews

McCoy, M.D. (2020) Book Review: An Unauthorized Companion to American Archaeological Theory,
by L. Fogelin. Current Anthropology 61(1): 133-134.

McCoy, M.D. (2019) Book Review: Heiau, ‘Aina, Lani: The Hawaiian Temple System in Ancient
Kahikinui and Kaupd, Maui, by Kirch, P.V., Ruggles, C. Archaeology in Oceania.

McCoy, M.D. (2018) Book Review: The Oxford Handbook of Prehistoric Oceania. Journal of Pacific
Archaeology. 9(2):95-96.

McCoy, M.D. (2015) Book Review: Kua‘aina kahiko: life and land in ancient Kahikinui, Maui, by Kirch,
P.V. Antiquity 89(344):504-5.
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McCoy, M.D. (2011) Book Review: Roots of Conflict: Soil, agriculture and sociopolitical complexity in
ancient Hawai'i, edited by Kirch, P.V. Archaeology in Oceania 46:142-3.

McCoy, M.D. (2004) Book Review: Defining the Pacific: Opportunities and Constraints (The Pacific
World: Lands, People, and History of the Pacific,1500-1900, Vol. 1) edited by P.W. Blank and F.
Spier. Pacific Affairs 76(4):688.

Recent Reports

McCoy, M.D., Ferwerda, C., Casana, C. (2026) Final Report on 2025 UAV Remote Sensing Survey of
Kalaupapa National Historical Park. Report on file with U.S. National Park Service.

Sangamnerkar, S., McCoy, M.D. (2026). Search and Recovery Report CS25-0179, an Aircraft Crash Site
(PW-00037) Correlated with BuNo 57540, Nekken Village, Aimeliik State, Palau, Excavated from
3 June through 5 August 2025 during 25-2PW-B. Department of Defense POW/MIA Accounting
Agency.

Shepardson, B.L., McCoy, M.D., and M.A. Mulrooney. 2024. INFORME: Proyecto No-invasivo de
Escaneo Ultrasonico de los Moai Trabajo de Campo, Noviembre de 2023 En alianza con TAO
(Terevaka Archaeological Outreach). Report to Comunidad Indigena Ma‘u Henua.

Shepardson, B.L., McCoy, M.D., and M.A. Mulrooney. 2023. Reporte resumen de los trabajos en el
campo para el proyecto no-invasivo de escaneo ultrasonico de los Moai tras actividades
educativas con los alumnos de Rapa Nui que se inscriben en la implementacion del programa
TAO en noviembre de 2023. Letter report to Comunidad Indigena Ma‘u Henua.

McCoy, Mark D. 2023 Search and Recovery Report CS23-0260, an Aircraft Crash Site (PW-00037)
Associated with BuNo 57540, Aimeliik State, Republic of Palau 26 June through 2 August 2023.
Report prepared for the U.S. Department of Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency.

McCoy, Mark D., Shepardson, Britton L. 2022. 4 Report on Experiments in Measuring Weathering of
Tuff Using Ultrasonic Pulse Velocity Tests. Report on Terevaka Archaeological Outreach 2022
prepared for Museo Antropologico Padre Sebastian Englert, Rapa Nui, Chile.

Awards

Awarded Society for American Archaeology’s Book Award (Popular), 2021, for “Maps for Time
Travelers: How archaeologists use technology to bring us closer to the past.” Reviews: Robinson,
A. (2020) Nature 582, 333. Fagan, B. (2021) Journal of Interdisciplinary History (2021) 51 (4):
628-629.

Awarded Top Graduate Advisor, 2013, University of Otago.

Awarded External Grants

Total awarded external funding as Pl/co-PI: $1,040,951

National Science Foundation $155,481 (2023-2026, Award 2313020) Explaining the Destruction of
Monumental Architecture. Why did people in the past destroy monumental architecture? Previous
research has focused on monument construction with less attention on the cause, or causes, of damage and
demolition. The resulting knowledge gap makes ancient societies appear cohesive and stable, compared
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with historic or contemporary society, when episodes of intense destruction are documented in the written
record. This research will be conducted on Rapa Nui (Easter Island) where hundreds of massive statues
that were displayed upright around the island were toppled over. Many believe they were pulled down by
people during a chaotic period of warfare in the distant past. It has also been suggested statues may have
been toppled by neglect, or strong earthquakes. The interdisciplinary team brings expertise in
archaeology, seismology, and civil engineering to the puzzle of what happened to these iconic statues to
discover the cause, or causes, of statue destruction on Rapa Nui.

Our first objective is to build a chronology of statue toppling based on the exposure of broken
statues to weathering. Statues were carved out of tuff, a porous stone made from compressed volcanic ash.
Exposure to rain and sea spray damages tuff in way that can be measured non-destructively with a
specialized handheld ultrasound first developed to be used by engineers to test the quality of concrete. The
team will conduct experiments to estimate the rate of weathering by artificially weathering tuff blocks in
the lab and by leaving tuff blocks outside in different locations on Rapa Nui. Importantly, previous
archaeology gives the team known points in time to anchor their chronology. The fieldwork will be
integrated into the long running Terevaka Archaeological Outreach (TAO) educational program that has
provided hundreds of local high school students with hands-on experience in conservation and research.

Our second objective is to assess how statues were toppled by looking for evidence of purposeful
destruction, neglect, and strong earthquakes. Each will produce distinctive patterns in the timing and
location of statue toppling. The team will take advantage of advances in archaecoseismology, specifically
engineering computer simulations that predict how statues will behave in major earthquakes, coupled with
recorded and synthetic earthquake waveforms specific to Rapa Nui. Data produced by these two
objectives will be delivered to the local community to help make decisions about future conservation of
statues.

PI: Mark D. McCoy, co-PlIs: Mehrdad Aghagholizadeh, Heather DeShon, Nicos Makris, Mara
Mulrooney, Britton L. Shepardson. Public abstract:
https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_1D=2313020&Historical Awards=false

National Science Foundation funded SPARC Research Collaboration Award. (2019-2020)
Measuring the Influence of Royal Centers in the Early States of Ancient Hawaii. As principal investigator
of this collaborative award funded project, my role is to supervise UAV-based LiDAR mapping of
settlements along the coast of Hawai‘i Island. Working with local Native Hawaiian (Kanaka Maoli)
stewards, and the State Parks of Hawai‘i, our team will examine what influence royal centers had on the
larger settlement pattern outside of the clearly defined boundaries of sacred precincts. PI: Mark D.
McCoy. Co-PIs: Adam Johnson; Thegn N. Ladefoged. Grant website:
https://sparc.cast.uark.edu/about/funded

National Center for Preservation Technology and Training. $40,000 USD (2017-2019) Testing and
Treatment of Microbial Impacts on Generic Archaeological Collections. As principal investigator, my role
in this project is to identify archaeological fauna appropriate for a research design aimed at determining
the impacts of microbial communities on the preservation of ancient DNA. PI: Mark D. McCoy. Co-Pls:
K. Ann Horsburgh. Grant website: https://www.ncptt.nps.gov/blog/microbial-impacts-
onhttps://www.ncptt.nps.gov/blog/microbial-impacts-on-archeological-collections/archeological-
collections/

Royal Society of New Zealand Marsden Fund. $705,000 NZD / $514,000 USD (2017-21) The Making
of Maori Society: An archaeological analysis of social networks and geo-political interaction. This is a
major interdisciplinary research initiative that uses advances in the analysis of artifacts made of obsidian
to create computer models of ancient social networks among Maori. The goal is to explain how changes in
networks can help explain the evolution of society. As co-PI, my role in this project includes planning,
collaborating with local Maori, directing lab research, and synthesizing the results for publication. PI:
Thegn N. Ladefoged Co-PlIs: Mark D. McCoy, Dion O’Neale, Chris Stevenson. Grant website:
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https://www.rovalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/marsden/awarded-
grants/marsdenhttps://www.royalsociety.org.nz/what-we-do/funds-and-opportunities/marsden/awarded-
grants/marsden-grants-awarded-2016/grants-awarded-2016/

National Geographic Society. $19,800 USD (2012-13). The Origins of the Megalithic Architecture of
Nan Madol (Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia). As principal investigator, my role in this project
included planning and supervising fieldwork, chemical characterization and 3D laser scanning of
architectural stone, GIS modelling of how labor was mobilized in the transportation of building materials,
and synthesizing the results for publication.

Royal Society of New Zealand Marsden Fund. $300,000 NZD / $245,000 USD (2010-13) The
Archaeology of Territoriality: Trade, conflict, and agriculture in New Zealand before European contact.
As principal investigator, my role in this project extended from planning fieldwork, collaborating with
local Maori, directing field and lab research, and synthesizing the results for publication.

National Science Foundation’s Dissertation Improvement Grant. $11,670 USD (2005-06) Landscape,
Memory, and Society: An Ethnohistoric-Archaeological Study of Three Hawaiian Communities. P.1.:
Kirch, P.V. This grant supported laboratory analysis for my dissertation research following three seasons
of field work in Kalaupapa, Hawai‘i.

Other External Funded Research
(not counted in total awarded external funding)

Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency. $568,290 (2025). Terrestrial Recovery Excavation at the
Wreckage of a World War II, Vought F4U-1D Corsair, Republic of Palau. I am leading a search and
recovery mission aimed at recovering the remains of a pilot who crashed in World War II. PI: Mark D.
McCoy. /Lead Archaeologist: Sayali Sangamnerkar.

Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency. $236,105 (2023). Terrestrial Recovery Excavation at the
Wreckage of a World War 11, Vought F4U-1D Corsair, Republic of Palau. 1 led a search and recovery
mission aimed at recovering the remains of a pilot who crashed in World War II. PI/Lead Archaeologist:
Mark D. McCoy.

National Science Foundation $194,735 (2021-2023). The Creation and Division of Wealth and the
Long-term Consequences of Inequality. | have been selected to be part of a working group of scientists to
study the prehistory and early history of the development of wealth inequality. The key measure of wealth
inequality to be examined is differences in house sizes at any single moment in time, since wealthier
households tend to live in larger houses in many different societies. The team will first assemble these data
for as many regions as possible. Then, house-size differences will be compared with information on other
social and cultural trends in these societies over time (for example, changing political organization,
violence, and population size), in regions where these are known, to understand how changes in these
domains affect wealth inequality (and vice versa). PI: Scott G. Ortman, co-PIs: Amy M Bogaard, Timothy
A Kohler. For more see:

Kohler, T., and A.E. Thompson. 2022. The Global Dynamics of Inequality Project (GINI): A progress
report on a new model for collaboration. SA4 Record 22(3):19-23.

Bogaard, A., Ortman, S., Birch, J., et al. 2023. The Global Dynamics of Inequality (GINI) project:
analysing archaeological housing data. Antiquity. 1-7. doi:10.15184/aqy.2023.188.
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Other Service, Affiliations, and Memberships

Founding Editor-in-Chief, Archacological Studies (2026-present)

Chair, Society for American Archaeology Dissertation Award Committee (2023-26)

Editorial Boards: Journal of Archaeological Research, Journal of Polynesian Archaeology and Research
FSU Native American and Indigenous Studies Center, Affiliated Faculty (2023—present).

Grant Review Panelist for: NSF, AIA, Fulbright

Volunteer, FSU annual event for Lighthouse of the Big Bend

Member: Society for American Archaeology, Society for Hawaiian Archaeology, New Zealand
Archaeological Association

Invited Presentations
Invited Public Talk. 2026. Ka Ipu Makani Koehana Series, Moloka‘i Island, Hawai‘i.
Invited Talk. 2025. Dartmouth College. Sponsored by Department of Anthropology.

Keynote. 2022 Texas GIS Forum. This long-running event attracts GIS professionals from both the
government and private sectors (https://tnris.org/events).

Invited Workshop. 2022. “The World History of Ritual Workshop” organized by Harvey Whitehouse
(Anthropology, Oxford).

Speaker. 2022 Dallas Literary Festival. African American Museum of Dallas.

Invited Talk. “Archaeology as a Social Science: A Case Study of Wealth Inequality in Ancient Hawai‘i.”
University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand. April 6, 2022.

Discussant. Roundtable at American Anthropological Association meeting: “The Ethics of Mapping and
Geospatial Archaeology.” Organizers: Jessica Munson and Andrés Mejia-Ramoén. St. Louis, November
18-22, 2020. Event postponed due to Covid-19.

Invited Talk. “How Archaeologists Use Geospatial Technologies to Document Archaeological Sites Ahead
of Rising Seas.” Academia Sinica, Taipei, Taiwan. August 5, 2019.

Invited Talk. “The Application of Terrestrial and Airborne Lidar for Creating 3D models of
Archaeological Sites and Landscapes on the Remote Islands of the Pacific.” Culture x Technology 3D
Workshop, National Museum of Prehistory, Taiwan. August 7, 2019.

Discussant, Society for American Archaeology Session: “Archaeological Vision in the Age of Big Data.”
Albuquerque, April 10 - 14, 2019.

Roundtable, American Anthropological Association meeting: “Anthropologies and the Environment:
Technology as Outreach in Education” San Jose, November 14-18, 2018. Roundtable featured in: Venter,
Marcie. 2018. “Environment, Technology, and Education at the Annual Meeting.” Anthropology News
website, November 5, 2018. DOI: 10.1111/AN.1022.

American Institute of Archaeology’s 2017-2018 lecture series. Cleveland Natural History Museum; SUNY
Albany; and Orange County, California.
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Teaching

General Education: How to Build a Time Machine: Technology for Reconstructing Our Past; Human
Evolution and World Prehistory, Fantastic Archaeology; Introduction to Archaeology, People of the
Earth. Methodology: Geospatial Archaeology; Archaeological Field School. Topical/Regional: History of
Anthropology, Wealth & Power,; Coastal and Island Societies; Ancient Hawai ‘i; Pacific Archaeology;
Landscape Archaeology. Graduate: World Archaeology, Gender and Sex in Prehistory; Archaeological
Theory. A full list of classes available upon request.

Public Outreach

Collaboration with local communities is a regular part of my work on Pacific Islands. In Hawai‘i, New
Zealand, and Micronesia, I regularly give public talks and work with traditional leaders and local historic
preservation officers to help with efforts to protect archaeological and cultural sites. In 2017, I was invited
to sail to the remote Northwest Hawaiian Islands by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs as part of their
stewardship of the marine preserve Papahanaumokuakea. I also serve as Vice President of the Tallahassee
chapter of the American Institute of Archaeology.

Media

Faculty Spotlight: Mark D. McCoy. By Carolina Ortega, 10 July 2025.

5 Questions with Mark McCoy: War and Inequality, By McKenzie Harris, 6 May 2025.

5,700 years of sea-level change in Micronesia hint at humans arriving much earlier than we thought. The
Conversation. By Sefton, J. McCoy, M. and A. Kemp. (2022).

Netflix’s Ancient Apocalypse series uses ‘racist ideologies’ to rewrite Indo-Pacific history, experts say
ABC News (2022).

Professor Who Explodes Indiana Jones D Magazine. By Laray Polk, 9 July 2020.

“I Was Arrested for the Same Reason as George Floyd, and Lived. That's White Privilege” By M.D.
McCoy, Newsweek (4 June 2020).

Our Ancestors Would Have Found Isolation Hard Too. University of California Press Blog. By M.D.
McCoy, 19 May 2020.

Maps for Time Travelers with Dr. Mark McCoy - Ep 131 ArchaeoTech Podcast. (2020)

Q&A with Archaeologist Mark McCoy, author of Maps for Time Travelers (with Tim Sullivan) (2020)
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