The July Storm of 1850 - Jul.18

Y

Fort Trumbull, New London, CT

Medical Corps observer notes "great storm and heavy rain" on the 19th
Rain began at 0200, at sunrise, wind was SE at force 5

became Force 8 by 0900, stayed strong SE wind with temps in 70's
Rain stopped around 1700, with 3.24" in total

Philadelphia

Moming of the 18th - almost calm, winds SE
1400 - steady rain with strong wind from NE
2200 - blow increased to "very strong”
Sunrise of the 19th - wind shifted to E-NE

Providence

Floodwaters crested at 16'7"
Caused $100,000 dollars in damage

Veered all moming, S by noon.
4 in. of rain, barometer 993 mb at 0800 on 19th

Rain began between 0500 and 0600 at moderate rate,

by sunset, clearing was occuring
Winds remained SE on the 19th, total rainfall 1.00"

Rain became heavy and associated with high winds between 1000 and 1400,

New York
NY Tribune reported:
Highest winds from 2200/18th to 0600/19th w/heavy rain

Houses unroofed and trees stripped, coasters wrecked on Long Island

Burlington Montpelier
3.23 inches of rainfall 5.00 inches
Hartford
A
Burlington

Chesapeake Bay and Delaware Bay
Veering gales kicking up high waves and
pushing tides to flood stage

Night of the 18th-19th
Strong winds with heavy rain

Caused much damage to crops

Damage reported on Coney Island

Newark

Elizabeth City
Reports on the 18th indicate

Wilmington

Reports on the 18th indicate
"tremendous storm" and
"great damage"

"tremendous storm" and

S Q\‘ "great damage”

Ships off Cape Fear and Cape Lookout endure
3-day hurricane from all directions between
July 15 and July 18

William Whitehead noted:

July 18 - sprinkling with wind from E

At 2000, steady rain set in with fresh wind

Increased to hurricane gusts

More violent winds in July than any of the past 30 years
Rainfall 4.75"

This storm moved into the Carolina-Virginia area on
the 18th of July. The written accounts of the storm
suggest a track with landfall south of Cape Hatteras,
and through Pennsylvania and central New York State.
All stations in New England had SE wind reports,

and while there were property and crop damage reports

from Connecticut, there were none from eastern Massachusetts.
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