The Norfolk and Long Island Hurricane of 1821 - Sept. 3-4 - Pt. 2

New York City
The windmill at Bergen Point, NJ was destoryed.
William Redfield reported that the barometric pressure

dropped from 1020.3 mb at 0600 to 994.9 mb at 1930.

Total rainfall 0.87" according to the Laight records.
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Bridgeport, CT
High winds began at 1800 from the SE, peaked at 2100, according to the "American Farmer".
Shipping spared total destruction due to low tide at storm peak. Winds shifted SW around 2300.
Editor of the "America Farmer" noted the storm lasted until 2300. Many chimney's and windows
damaged, trees uprooted. The Lighthouse at Black Rock was destroyed. Fruit and forest trees

reported destroyed in the interior of CT.
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Westchester, NY
"Westchester Herald" reported strong winds
and very high tides along the Hudson River.

Washington, DC ’ﬁqﬂgﬁ . z
Heavy precipitation but no mention of high winds. L & -
Baltimore, MD S
Heavy precipitation,
but no mention -
of high winds. s
Long Island
"Long Island Star" called the scene following the storm the "most awful" ever experienced.
The destruction was greater eastward in Nassau and Suffolk counties. Many ships beached
on Long and Rockaway Beach's. One ship sank drowning 17 people. Many small buildings
flattened and crops ruined.
~ New York City
) New York "Post" reported the storm as peaking between 1630 and 2030, with E winds. Utter
devastation was left in the storms wake.
e Al Newark, NJ
Q} Editor of the "Centinel of Freedom™ observed: Rain began at 0900, winds from the S to SE all day,
wind shifted to NE at 1700, and was violent until
peak at 1830. At 1930, winds veered to NW and
storm abruptly ceased.
} Philadelphia, PA
) Destructive gale from the NE occurred here. Trees and chimneys blown down.
3.92" of rain reported, temperature of 73 degrees al | afternoon.
. Tuckerton, NJ
Storm struck around 1400 from the SE, lasted for two hours.
Damage reported to the port at Little Egg Harbor.
f Cape May, NJ
N > Charles Ludlam reports: At 0900 on Sept. 3, the wind hauled around to the SE, increasing in intensity.
- " At 1100, it was a gale, and by 1200 it was full hurricane force. 15-minute calm occurred around 1430,
3 g then the wind came from the NW, increasing for 3 hours before slowly abating. By sundown, the weather N
had cleared. He estimated the width of the center at no more than 50 miles. A five foot high storm surge was
described on the bay-side. Destruction was evident everywhere following the storm.
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This is the only major hurricane to make landfall over a part of New York City in the
past 200 years. For more details see Part 3.
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