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Description:  
This is an innovative, experimental graduate seminar offered jointly by College of Criminology and Criminal Justice and the History Department. It is anticipated that these disciplines can inform each other; and that criminological theories can be examined with historical methods. 

Criminology has largely ignored the study of war crimes and crimes against humanity, which are forms of highly organized criminal activity planned and implemented under the leadership of high status individuals in positions of power and responsibility, most often in nation states and corporations.  This lacuna is particularly striking in light of the fact that these behaviors—genocide, murder, rape, torture, the appropriation or destruction of property, and the displacement and enslavement of populations—are criminal under national and international law and are more serious than even the most violent behaviors commonly studied by criminologists. It also is striking in light of the discipline’s Enlightenment connections to the development of modern conceptions of democracy, human rights, and the rule of law.  This seminar aims to expand the horizons and skills of advanced students in criminology and history by examining perpetrator behavior in the Third Reich (chosen not only because of its egregiousness, but also because of the extensive and detailed documentation of Nazi criminality), and by considering the potential explanatory power of various theoretical approaches within the criminological tradition using the skills and methods of historians to examine particular cases and events.  

In our prior work and deliberations preparing for this class we've been struck by the fact that these crimes generally involve the participation of huge numbers of people, and sometimes majorities.  Perpetrators of crimes against humanity are not isolated deviants; rather, the phenomenon can be contagious and come to dominate whole societies. How and why does this happen?  

While a good deal of historical scholarship examines and describes these phenomena, crimes against humanity tend to fall outside the realm of criminality that criminology usually attempts to explain. Where then should we start to develop an explicitly criminological explanation of the historical (and ongoing) events associated with such large scale crimes as the Holocaust?

We have constructed an organizing framework for the seminar aimed at testing Hannah Arendt's conception of banality of evil --her observation that under certain conditions most people go along, and only a few do not--as an explanation for the commission of crimes against humanity. For historians the first question is to what extent Arendt's conception is consistent with historical events. From the criminological perspective the first question is the extent to which existing theories can explain historical events, and whether an integrated theory might be constructed.

 

 Objectives:
 1) Students will become familiar with a substantial body of primary and secondary literature focused on war crimes and crimes against humanity in the Third Reich, including victim testimony, perpetrator accounts, statutes, court decisions, international treaties, essays, public addresses, letters, historical, political, social scientific and philosophical treatises, journalistic accounts, and creative works of literature, poetry and drama. 


2) Students will deepen and refine their understanding of criminological theories by comparing and contrasting the explanatory potential of various theoretical constructs in relation to war crimes and crimes against humanity including genocide, torture, rape, slave labor and ethnic cleansing. 


3) Students will have opportunities to develop and improve their research skills working with historical, legal and documentary resources, data bases and search engines available through Strozier Library, the Library of Congress and web-based documentation centers and archives. 


4) Requirements of term papers, in-class presentations and active participation in the seminar will provide students will opportunities to enhance their capacities to communicate complex and probative ideas in speech and writing. 



Course Outline:

Class Session 1: (January 7,): Organizational meeting.  Discussion of the goals, objectives and expectations of the seminar.  Preliminary group assignments for responsibilities as session leaders and rapporteurs.  First discussion of term papers.  First view of the crime scene: documentary film coverage of Nazi crimes against humanity.

Class Session 2 & 3: (January 14 - January 21): Continued discussion of Nazi crimes against humanity.  Student led seminar discussion  of Hannah Arendt, Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the Banality of Evil. Continued discussion of term paper projects. 

Class Session 4 & 5: (January 28 – February 4): Student led seminar discussion of Gita Sereny, Into That Darkness. Continued discussion of term paper projects.

Class Session 6 & 7: (February 11 – February 18): First term paper submissions due on February 11.  Student led seminar on Jan Gross, Neighbors

Class Session 8: (February 25): Student led discussion of Robert Jackall, “Moral Mazes: The World of Corporate Managers”, and Maier-Katkin et al, “Toward a Criminology of Crimes Against Humanity”

Class Session 9: (Wednesday February 26, special session 6:30PM – 9:00 PM, in lieu of March 4, dinner will be provided):  Showing and discussion of Philip Zimbardo, TED Lecture and Stanley Milgram Film on obedience to authority.

SPRING BREAK

Class Session 10 & 11: (March 18 - 25): Student led discussion of Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz and showing of the stage production Primo. Second term paper submissions due March 18.
Class Session 12 & 13: (April 1 - April 8): Student led discussion of selected materials on Resistance and Resistors. 

Class Session 14 & 15: (April 15 – April 22):  Student led discussion of Karl Jaspers, The Question of German Guilt.  Term papers due April 22


Evaluation:

There are three tracks for student evaluation in this class, each will be graded on the basis of 100 points, distributed as follows:

1) Track one: PhD students: 

A) Participation and leadership in Seminar Discussions ………………..
40 percent

B)Thoroughly researched, well crafted paper of 20 pages submitted in three drafts


First submission ………………………………………………….  5 percent


Second submission ……………………………………………… 15 percent


Third submission ………………………………………………… 40 percent

2) Track two: Rapporteur assignment and two five-page papers 

A) Each student in this track will participate as a member of a small group responsible for leading seminar sessions on one of the assigned books.  The group will be graded on thoroughness of preparation, stimulation of discussion, and creative use of resources; while groups will generally receive the same score, particularly strong or particularly weak presentations will receive adjusted scores…………………….…..….25 percent

B ) Participation in seminar discussion ……………………………………………25 percent

C) Each student in this track will prepare a 3 to 5-page Rapporteur Report
summarizing and commenting upon class discussion in selected sessions ……….…25 percent

D) 5-page book report
to be submitted in two drafts


First draft ……………………………………………………………..10 percent

Second draft ………………………………………………………..15 percent







3) Track three: ten-page paper 

A) Each student in this track will participate as a member of a small group responsible for leading seminar sessions on one of the assigned books.  The group will be graded on thoroughness of preparation, stimulation of discussion, and creative use of resources; while groups will generally receive the same score, particularly strong or particularly weak presentations will receive adjusted scores…………………….…..….25 percent
b) Participation in seminar discussion …………………………………………….25 percent




c) Thoroughly researched, well-crafted paper of 10 pages submitted in three drafts

First draft………………………………………………………….  5 percent

Second draft ……………………………………………………… 15 percent

Third draft ………………………………………………………..  30 percent








Student Responsibilities: Students are expected to attend and participate in class discussions, to stay on top of the reading for the seminar and to submit all projects on time. Students are expected to be polite and respectful in their interactions with one another and with guests who may come to participate in the class.

Course Resources: In addition to office I am available to students through email at dmaierkatkin@fsu.edu 

American Disabilities Act: Students with any form of disability needing academic accommodation must register with the Student Disability Resource Center (SDRC) and speak with the professor about special needs within the first few days of class.  Official documentation will be required to verify any necessary accommodations.
The SDRC web site is http://www.fsu.edu/~staffair/dean/disable.html and the phone number is 644-9566.

Academic Honor Code: Students are expected to uphold the Academic Honor Code published in The Florida State University Bulletin and the Student Handbook. The Academic Honor System of The Florida State University is based on the premise that each student has the responsibility (1) to uphold the highest standards of academic integrity in the student's own work, (2) to refuse to tolerate violations of academic integrity in the university community, and (3) to foster a high sense of integrity and social responsibility on the part of the university community.  Violation of the Florida State University Academic Honor Code may result in an automatic fail in the course, and occurrences of academic dishonesty may be reported to the University Judicial Officer.  It is the responsibility of every student to be familiar with the University's Academic Honor Code, and by enrolling in this course each student acknowledges consent to abiding by the Code.  Please refer to the FSU Bulletin or your professor with any questions regarding this policy.

N.B.: The instructors reserve the right to alter class schedules as appropriate to promote the progress of the seminar.
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