The Memorable October Gale 'ofﬁ1841 - Oct. 3-4 - Part 1

Harwich, MA
Reports from "B": On Sunday, Oct. 3, very severe storm

of rain and wind from the NE, increasing in intensity.

On the 4th, storm rages with fury. Wind NNE, constant rain.
Trees, fences, and small buildings collapsed. On the 5th,
wind subsided, but great damage to shipping. Thirty-six local
ships lost.
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New Bedford, MA

The wall of an oil works collapsed during the height of the wind.

This was one of the most intense hurricanes of the century in New England.

It arrived unheralded after noon on Sunday, Oct. 3, and caught a large portion
of the Cape Cod fishing fleet at sea. Nantucket was the closest land mass

to the storm center. The center remained offshore throughout its advance
along the Atlantic Coast. It casued some ships to be washed ashore on

the Outer Banks of North Carolina as well as Cape Henry, VA on the 2nd.
The storm track was parallel to, but many miles to the east of, the Great

September Gale of 1815.

Barnstable, MA
Salt works severely damaged by wind and tide.

Beach from Chatham to Provincetown, MA

Strewn with debris from wrecks, between forty and fifty vessels

ashore, and fifty dead bodies discovered.

Hyannisport, MA
Several ships washed ashore, some contained crew members.

Nantucket, MA

Bore full brunt of hurricane winds on Oct. 3-4. Observations
from William Mitchell: storm began on 0800 on the 3rd, ended
approximately 2000 on the 4th. Intensity, duration, and damage
were unparalleled. Sixteen shipwrecks intially reported.
Alexander Starbuck (1924) and Arthur Gardner (1915) noted
the severity of the hurricane. "Nantucket Inquirer" described

a great deal of damage to trees and roofs, as well as an extremely
high tide reaching two to three feet above the wharves and
which flooded the lower streets. Mitchell's observations

are listed in Ludlum (1963).

Edgartown, MA

The causeway joining the lighthouse with the main island was
carried away, and shipping suffered although damage not
as bad as that on windward side of island.
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