1837 - No. 10 - Racer's Storm - Oct. 1-6 - Pt. 2
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Steamer "Home" sank off Cape Hatteras. 90
people drowned. Disaster caused passage of
law requiring life vests for every passenger on
large vessels.

Barnes (2001) surmises that the storm crossed the
Outer Banks of NC on Oct. 9th.

Racer's Storm passed over New Orleans, Mobile,
and just to the north of Pensacola (1998).

The storm moved across SC and out to sea
near Charleston.
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Brownsville and Galveston, TX, suffered damage
from "Racer's Storm."

Ludlum noted that damage reports from the Florida
Middle Coast are suspect: local editors tended to
play down or remain silent about their own damage
and play up the damage to rival ports. Inland
evidence pointed to higher wind speeds than along
the coast in LA and MS. The center moved across
AL, central GA and SC, and headed for the Carolina
coast near Wilmington, causing great damage to
the cotton crop.
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A large pressure gradient between
strong high pressure over the Ohio
Valley and the Northeast and the
storm in the south helps to account
g for the high winds reported in the
o Upper South.

This storm caused heavy damage in many cities

along its 2,000+ mile track. N
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