1837 - No. 10 - Racer's Storm - Oct. 1-6 - Pt. 1
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New Orleans

Wind set in first from the SE, but backed to the NE on the morning of the 6th.
Peak of the storm was from late on the 6th to early on the 7th. Reports from the K
"True American" in New Orleans: Heavy rains began thursday with winds from >
the SE. On Friday, wind chopped around to NE until at hurricane strength. Much
of the city flooded with one to two feet of water. The water in Lake Ponchartrain
rose eight feet above normal. Many ships damaged as well as wharves. Only two
houses left standing, very few people killed.

Galveston Island

"Houston Telegraph and Texas Register" reports: Called a tremendous gale.

Storm destroyed "an immense amount of property". Storm began on Oct. 1st,

and increased in violence until Oct. 6th. Tide was 6 to 7 feet above normal. A large
part of the island was inundated. Many ships destroyed, two people killed.

Wind began from the SE for three days, then veered a little to the E. On the
evening of the 6th, the wind veered to the NE and blew very strong. It then veered
to the N and brought a large volume of water from the bay onto the island. Only
Y two houses on the whole island withstood the storm. The human suffering following
the storm was immense.

This was one of the most famous and destructive
hurricanes of the century. The storm was first
encountered by the H.M.S. "Racer" on Sept. 28

in the central Caribbean. The storm curved off the
southTexas coast and began moving more slowly
to the north and then northeast.
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Sabine River, TX/LA
g Wind reported E and NE with the height
of the gale on the night of thr 5-6th.
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Matagorda Bay
Late on Oct. 4th, the storm center was located nearby. The storm tide surged

Galveston was blown to sea and never heard from again.

over the flimsy wharves and buildings causing much damage. A ship heading to

Matamoros, Mex./Brazos Santiago, TX

Endured a three-day lashing from the slow moving storm. All vessels in the harbor
of Brazos Santiago were wither driven ashore or sunk. The Mexican customhouse
was swept away.

Eastern end of Lake Ponchartrain
Many buildings damaged, railroad damage estimates
as high as $100,000
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