The South Florida Hurricane of 1835 - Sept. 14-18

Georgetown, SC

Violent gale occurred on the evening of the 18th form 1800 to 2400.
The tide rose in the harbor but was two feet lower than the 1834 mark.
There was no damage in the city, but some damage reported to
crops.

Savannah
— Had a gale from the E to SE on the 18th with some damage to trees

Charleston
Had a heavy gale on Friday, Sept. 18 with SE winds that subsided around 2200
Damage was less than expected.

St. Augustine
A ship 20 miles S of the city met a SE gale on the 18th. The city experienced squalls
from the NE for three days until a sudden shift to the SE on the 17th and a hard blow
- on the 18th. Little damage other than some fences blown down.

) -
Ft. Brooke (now Tampa)
North wind with rain prevailed on the 15-16th. It became very
stormy the next day with SE winds prevailing. Many vessels were
driven ashore and many lives lost, but the exact number was
indeterminate. Damage estimates ran as high as $200,000.

Between Cape Florida (Key Biscayne) and Cape Canaveral
Many vessels thought to be ashore.

Key Biscayne

William Whitehead reports: Water was four feet deep at the
light house, washing away poultry, and causing the Government
boat to be beached on the island.

Charlotte Harbor
Vessel from this location reported that the storm had
raged furiously along the western shore of the peninsula

yi
Key Largo
Brig "Sea-Drift" washed ashore, 15 feet from the waters edge

Carysford Reef (now Alligator Reef)
William Whitehead reports: Greatest strength of the gale appears to have been felt here

Key West

Weather observer at Ft. Taylor: wind flow from N on the 14-15th with rain -
high winds "day and night". William Whitehead reports: Severe gale from the N
on the 15th, lasted for 2 days. Winds gradually veered to the SW. Little damage
reported to shipping.

This storm originated near Jamaica and moved almost directly
northward to hit South Florida and then continued north along the .
Atlantic coastal plain causing severe southeasterly storm conditions

from N. Florida to New England. This is the first major hurricane

to be adequately documented as striking the Key West area.

The center likely crossed the southern peninsula of Florida before moving

northward in the Gulf a short distance offshore. The center continued 8 __ 0 80 160 Miles
moving north through Georgia and the Carolinas remaining well inland.




