The September Hurricane of 1821 - Sept. 15-17
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Cantonment Bay St. Louis

Col. Zachary Taylor (future president) reports: One of the severest gales
of wind ever known. Began on Sat. the 15th from the NE, and lasted
until 0400 on the 17th. Barracks devastated, every building damaged.
No lives lost.

New Orleans

Wind began on Sept. 15 and lasted until the 17th.
Relatively little damage reported, except to some trees.
Some flooding of roads reported.

Petite Coquille Island
Gale was severe from 1900 to 2300. The water was 6 to 8 feet
deep over the island. Four soldiers drowned at the fort.

Fort St. Marks

Tide was unusually high on the morning of the 16th.
Most of the Fort was flooded. Water was up to two
feet deep in the quarters. Winds were from the E
with rain on the 16th.

Pensacola, FL
Wind began around 2200 on Sat., Sept. 15. Winds increased in intensity until
0300 on the 17th, when it moderated. No lives reported lost, little damage to homes.

At least 6 ships driven ashore. @‘77
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Mobile, AL

Gale began from the SE on Sat. the 15th. It caused major damage to the wharves and shipping.
Water rose one foot higher than the storm in 1819.

The ship "Hope" washed within 30 feet of

Water Street. Many small ships destroyed. No lives lost.

Bay St. Louis, MS

Wind began from the E, shifted to NE, and after 1200, chopped to SE. Winds shifted
directions until 2100, when it was calm for 30 minutes. The wind then began again

but subsided, and by 0000, it was calm. Schooner "Washington" was beached and broken
up on the shore, killing 20 people. Large areas of coastline washed away.

Fort St. Philip

Hurricane with winds from the E, continued until the 16th with winds veering
to the N and NW. The storm abated around midnight on the 16th

after three hours of strong winds from the S. Parts of the fort were flooded.

This major hurricane made landfall close to the Alabama-Mississippi boundary.

It was less intense than the July 1819 storm, but was of a larger extent.

The center apparently passed over Bay St. Louis, MS.
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