The Norfolk and Long Island Hurricane of 1821 - Sept. 3-4 - Pt. 1

Cape May, NJ
The wind began from the NE, but veered to the SE at 1400, and blew with "great violence".
There was then a 15-minute calm, followed by a resurgence of intense wind that lasted

for two more hours.

Cape Henlopen, DE

Gale began at 1130 from the E-SE, shifted twenty minutes later to E-NE, and then lasted
three more hours. A thirty-minute calm then ensued, followed by winds from the W-NW,
more intense than experienced before.

oplarl\slénd, MD
N Gale was at its peak around 1600, winds were from the N.

Pungoteague, VA
The water was reported to have risen 10 feet and caused much destruction.

Norfolk
Editor of the "Norfolk Herald" noted the storm's ferocity and described the immense damage
inflicted on shipping, homes, and the general devastation caused by the storm. Editor of the

\ "American Commercial Beacon" estimated the local damage at $200,000.
ANN Norfi

Weather obserations: Rain began around 0600 on Sept. 3rd. Gale was raging from the NE by 0800
and peaked between 1130 and 1230. Wind shifted to NW around 1200. Rain stopped at 1230, and

the storm then rapidly abated.

Mattamuskeet, NC
70 houses destroyed, Editor of the "Edenton Gazette" noted oldest inhabitants could

not remember a more severe storm.

Currituck Island, NC
6 houses destroyed, several people reported killed.

Edenton, NC

Rain and a light wind from the NE began in the early morning of Sept. 3. Winds increased to gale
force by 0800, and were quite violent until 0900, when they veered around to NW and intensified
again intil 1130. The storm entirely abated by 1300.

Ocracoke Inlet, NC N
Severe E-SE gale on Sept. 3. Local report noted that if
the gale had continued for two more hours, Portsmouth Island

This is one of the greatest hurricanes to strike the ed for
would have been enitrely inundated.

Atlantic seaboard in the past 200 years. It came out
of the Bahamas and passed west of the Ocracoke
Inlet on Pamlico Sound, NC. The center then 30 0 30 60 Miles
passed directly east of Norfolk, VA on its path north- ——

ward.




