The Bay St. Louis Hurricane of 1819 - July 27-28
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Bay St. Louis
A hurricane that affected the Gulf coast from LA to
AL made landfall near here. New Orleans was not
greatly affected by this storm. Lakes Ponchartrain
and Borgne both rose between 5 and 6 feet

during the storm. U.S. gunboat "Firebrand" was
lost off of Cat Island, 41 lives lost. 2 other lives
lost along the coast. (Roth)
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A small but powerful hurricane destroyed Bay

St. Louis. Alligators and human bodies were
washed to sea and were later found strewn along
the Gulf of Mexico beaches from Mobile to

the Florida Panhandle. (46th Weather Squadron,

Eglin AFB, FL)
J.C. Moret, who spent 50 years on the Gulf Coast, called this the most severe storm w*z
he experienced. The center of the storm apparently passed over Bay St. Louis, MS.

It is thought to have been of rather small diameter. A track that took the storm ]
NE over the lower Mississippi Delta, over St. Bernard parish, and across Mississippi 9 0 90 180 Miles
Sound is favored by Ludlum (1963). —




