The Dreadful Storm on 27-28 August 1813

Point Lookout, MD
Experienced an all-day E gale on the 28th.

Camden, SC z @}\3\

James Kershaw noted a hurricane on the 27th through the 28th wit hard rains. Winds
were SE on the 27th and from the N on the 28th.

e /;j
Georgetown, SC
i Damage less than would be expected from the violence of the gale. A few ships driven
Carolinas >/_Aw/ ashore and a third of the rice crop damaged. Roads damaged.
el

Heavy rains caused a fresh
on the Cooper and Santee
Rivers.

s Edisto Island, SC
o Wind backed constantly from the NE to the N, then to the W. Winds blew at full hurricane force
N for 6 hours. Older residents considered the storm the most severe ever experienced.

Charleston Harbor
Commander of the Navy Fleet, John Dent, reported that only
three ships made it through the storm.

Charleston

Accounts of the storm damage in Charleston in the Philadelphia press: Every wharf dmage, and half
destroyed. Trees blown down in all directions. Every vessel in the harbor damaged in some way. Half
of the Charleston bridge was washed away. Sullivan's Island inundated 4 to 5 feet. 15 to 20

people droned there. Fort Johnston also damaged.

Charleston

Report from the "Charleston Courier": At about 1500 on the 27th, the wind blew fresh from the
NE and E. Winds increased in the afternoon, and by 2100, winds were at full hurricane force.
Winds began to abate around 0100 on the 28th, but still blew strong until daybreak. The tide
was 18 inches higher than in 1804. N

This was a small hurricane in size, but possessing great intensity and speed. Landfall was
likely near Charleston, with a northwestward movement inland over eastern SC and 40 0 40 80 Miles

central NC. ——




