The Great Coastal Hurricane of 1806 - Aug. 19-22 - Pt. 1
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Norfolk, VA
Storm arrived on Sat. with heavy rain. Winds were from S to E. In the night, winds came more
from the N, and from 0000 to 0300, wind blew violently from the N and NW until abating.

The short duration of the storm prevented serious damage from occurring.

Smithville (now Southport), NC

Great damage occurred here. Winds NE on Thurs., shifted SW between 1000-1200 on Fri., blew
a hurricane until 2200, when winds shifted W. The tide rose higher here than ever known, at least
higher than since 1762-3 when New Inlet was formed.

Wilmington, NC

Editor of the "Wilmington Gazette" thought this storm was the most violent and destructive
ever known. On Thurs. eve, the 21st, the wind came from the NE and increased to full
hurricane by Fri. at 1000. On Sat., the 23rd, the wind veered in the AM and was SW by
0700. The winds began to abate around 1200-1300, and ceased between 1700-1800.

The tide rose higher than ever before witnessed.

St. James on the Santee River
A plantation owner called this storm more severe than that in 1804. Nearly all the trees
were felled, and the cotton crop was totally ruined.

Georgetown, SC
Lighthouse at North Island destroyed. Wind damage more severe than in 1804,
but storm tide less than expected.

Charleston

A long period of W to SW winds preceded the storm; the winds shifted to E on the 17th.
By Wed. the 20th, the winds were fresh from the S-SE and became a complete gale with
rain by 0200 on Fri. the 22nd. Some trees down and ships beached, but no major damage.
The storm center likely passed east of Charleston.

Many shipwrecks were reported between the 19th of August and the end of October, 1806.
This storm was the strongest of that hurricane season. The center of the hurricane

likely passed near Wilmington and Cape Fear, NC. It then likely traversed eastern NC and
curved out to sea again south of Norfolk, VA.




