Assignment 2 - Online Distance Course Report
EME5457 - Dr. Jeong
Course Reviewed: ACE-D620 Adult Education Research

Course Instructor: Jeani Young

Designation & Sponsor: 

ACE-D620 Adult Education Research is a three credit hours online course offered by Adult Education program at School of Continuing Studies of Indiana University (Bloomington). The School of Continuing Studies was established in 1975 and is one of the largest distance education providers in the United States. It offers 
· two undergraduate degrees in general studies (both available online) 

· one graduate degree in adult education (available online with one required on-campus weekend) 

· more than 195 university courses and more than 100 high school courses, many of them online 

· a high school diploma 

· professional development and custom training opportunities 

ACE-D620 Adult Education Research is a required course for Master of Science in Adult Education program. Jeani Young, an instructor of this course, has agreed to tell about her online teaching. I conducted a phone interview with Jeani Young during her office hours. According to course justification provided by the School of Continuing Studies "ACE D620 is a required course for the Adult Education program which develops social science research skills our students need to understand and apply in other courses and work in their professional practice as adult educators."

Goal: 
This course assists students in understanding the philosophical assumptions, ideologies, methodologies and ethical perspectives which underlie research in adult education and provides students with experience in collection of data.  Students develop a personal perspective on what constitutes knowledge and what methods of inquire are consistent with that perspective.

Audience: 

The target audience for this course is graduate students enrolled in Master of Science in Adult Education Program at the School of Continuing Studies at Indiana University.
Modes of Instruction
: 

The ACE-D620 Adult Education Research is a project-based course, the final product of which is a research proposal. This 16 week course comprises 8 modules, each of which lasts during two weeks. Each module includes reading and discussion forum, followed by a writing assignment, a relevant piece of student's final research proposal. Students are not required to participate in the discussions, but they receive points 
for participating in the discussions, similarly to a participation in face-two
-face course. The instructor doesn't provide individual feedback on students' posting on the forums
. Jeani Young doesn't hold synchronous activities and there are no self-paced activities, all activities run on a week basis. The course activities begin on Wednesdays and ends on Tuesdays. The average course load or study hours required on a weekly basis varies between eight to ten hours. Jeani Young mentioned that some of the students may have a background in research methods, while others are truly novices in this field. For them the course load will be more laborious. 
Student Needs: 

Students enrolled in this online program are self-motivated and usually very mature, here is they
 graduate students enrolled in online Master program. In my point of view, the project-based structure of the course is the primary students' motivator
. 
Success
: 
Students are evaluated by their performance on their eight assignments (parts of the final research proposal) and their final course product, the research proposal. The assignments are graded and a feedback is given with an opportunity to resubmit.
                    
Challenges: 
Jeani Young didn't report that the students experience problems bounded specifically to the course materials. Rather they face the "usual" frustrations/problems for on-line students, such as difficulties with time management, self-learning. 
Evaluation Procedures: 
The primary mean of evaluating students' learning and course effectiveness is the final research proposal that students submit at the end of the course, as well as module assignments that indicate where exactly students experience difficulties with understanding or implementing research methods.
Student Perceptions
: 
The students are required to participate in peer reviews
 designated for each module, thus an instructor creates a virtual community of learners, encouraging collaboration and communication between the students. Students are free to facilitate and moderate peer reviews as they wish, but the instructor doesn't require students to facilitate group discussions. They post their questions on a discussion forum for each module, where the instructor provides them with in-time
 feedback. Jeani Young compares discussion forums with face-to-face class discussions, where students asking questions are provided with immediate answers, and she estimates that her personal posting comprise probably 3%-5% of the discussions. Jeani Young doesn't implement any type of structure or protocols to facilitate online group discussions.
Future Plans: 
The course has been delivered in its current format for 4 years. During one of the sessions Jeani Young asked students to do a small actual research instead of working on research proposal. However, this method didn't lead to course effectiveness, and was not implemented afterwards. Jeani Young aims to include in each module a multimedia-based material presentation
. Currently the multimedia presentation is implemented in the first five modules. 
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	Earned
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	10
	100%
	10.00
	Goal: What is the purpose/goals of the distance course/program?

	10
	100%
	10.00
	Designation & Sponsor: Describe its official designation (course, curriculum, resource, training event) and sponsoring institution/body.

	10
	100%
	10.00
	Audience: Describe the target audience; who are the students?

	10
	100%
	10.00
	Student Needs: What motivates individuals to participate? (advancement, compulsory attendance, convenience, etc.)

	10
	100%
	10.00
	Modes of Instruction: How are the course(s) structured (self paced, course duration, asynchronous/synchronous, technologies)?

	10
	70%
	7.00
	Success: What is the evidence (enrollment statistics, testimonials, awards, number of graduates) of success thus far? 
                    

	10
	100%
	10.00
	Challenges: What are the major frustrations/problems faced?

	10
	100%
	10.00
	Evaluation Procedures: What are the means of evaluating student learning and program/course effectiveness?

	10
	60%
	6.00
	Student Perceptions: How is the program perceived by students (e.g., degree of interaction, frequency and quality of feedback, resources availability, personal contact with instructor or participants, etc.)? 

	10
	100%
	10.00
	Future Plans: What are their future plans for improving the program?

	20
	100%
	20.00
	Organization of Article: (see rubric below)

	20
	85%
	17.00
	Clarity in Writing: (see rubric below)

	140
	
	130.00
	Total points earned
	
	

	
	
	92.9%
	Percent Score (A = 93+, A = 90-92, B+ = 87-89, B = 93=87, B- = 80=83, etc.)

	
	
	18.57
	Points toward course grade = (20 possible pts X Percent Score)

	Writing Style:
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	- 30%
	- 20%
	- 10%
	- 0%
	
	

	Organi-zation
	Random or weak organization
	Lapses in focus and coherence
	Logical organization
	Careful, clear, suitable organization
	
	

	Clarity
	Incorrect and/or ineffective wording and/or sentence structure
	Simplistic and/or imprecise language
	Acceptable, effective language
	Precise and rich language; variety of sentence structure and length.
	
	


This paper was very well organized and you did a good job reporting your findings concisely and succinctly. However, there was some missing information that lead to some point deductions. Any how, it looks like this course was very much like the typical online course in design and structure. Thanks for making the efforts to find an instructor for your interview! ( --Allan
�The design sounds like the typical online course.


�Do you mena “bonus points”?


�Face-to-face


�This seems to be common in online courses.


�…given that they are…


�And that their work is likely to be linked to their thesis papers.


�How do most student perform in class? What percent of student complete the course? Etc. I don’t think you directly addressed the question here.


�Do students like the course? Do student feel that they get enough interaction with the instructor? Etc. I don’t think you directly address this here.


�I assume however that the peer reviews are not conducted in online discussions? given that “students are not required to participate in the discussions”. Perhaps some elaboration here would be helpful.


�Just-in-time??


�Does this include video and audio, or are we simply talking about a powerpoint presentation with graphics and text?
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